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RESPONSE 

Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed January 1 1 . 2008. Paper No./Mail Date 
20080107 . please consider the following. 

The Examiner could not understand the JPO Office Action because a translation of 
the Japanese claims being examined was not available. Enclosed is a machine 
translation of the JP claims pending at the time of the JP Office Action. 

JP 2000-318443 corresponds to U.S. Patent No. 7,021,371 which is of record in the 
present application. U.S. Patent No. 7,021,371 claims priority to JP 2000-318443. 



